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HE Manuſcript of this Work 
was put into my Hands, by 


my late Friend the Author, who, at 


that Time, gave me ſtrong Reaſons 
for not printing it; which Reaſons 
being now at an End ; I have care- 
fully read it; and Snditg i it contain, 


ſo much ond Seals, ſound Learning, 


and the ſtricteſt Regard for Truth; I 
think it would be inexcuſable to de- 


prive the World of ſo valuable a 
Preſent. 


650 

Preſent. This is the Motive which 

makes me conſider it as my Duty to 

print it: and I make no 8 but 
Reader Ae tirel | 
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AN. Woolſton in the impious Trea- 
M tiſes he has lately publiſhed upon 
c the Miracles of our blefſed Saviour, 
aſſerts that what is recorded of them by the 

Evangeliſts, is not to be underſtood in the li- 
teral Meaning, but as only prophetical and 


parabolical Narratives of what will be myſte- 


riouſly done by Jeſus. The Biſhop of St. Da- 
vid's in anſwering his ſcurrilous Libels, hav- 
ing a juſt Indignation at his Manner of treat- 
ing our moſh holy Religion, when he comes to 
the Devils entering into the Herd of Swine, 
runs, it may be, into a contrary Miſtake, by 
keeping too cloſe to the Letter of the Story, 
and has more embarraſſed himſelf in ſuppo- 
ſing our Saviour to have © ſuffered about three 
« Devils to enter into each Hog, p. 159.” 
than if he had quite excluded the Devil from 
having any Thing really to do in the who 
Affait. 8 his indeed would have been deny. 
B ing 


DISSERTATION, &. 


1 
1 
4 
13 
|. 


: 


(1) 

ing the Reality of diabolical Poſſeſſions; and 
whether the Biſhop might have done fo with 
Juſtice and Truth, is the Subject of the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe, And here I muſt warn my 
Reader not to expect Certainty or Demon- 
ſtration; the Nature of the Subject being 
ſuch, that - probable Conjecture is, I think, 


all it will admit of. The moſt I pretend to 


is to produce ſuch Proof as may engage the 
Ming to judge the e Iraner to be 


\- true. rather than the contrary... 


het there may be a great many different 
Ranks and Orders of ſpiritual Being, is a 


| Propoſition which has nothing in it, beyond 
our Belief or contradictory to our clear and 


diſtin Knowledge. It may be there is a 


greater and fuller Variety i in the ſpiritual, and 
Ch greater Difference from one another, than in 
the animal Creation. But then it muſt be 


acktiowledged 1 that our natural Reaſon, not- 


1 


= bat Sorts or © Kinds , are vt, 
_ whe- 


(1) 
whether good or bad, are beyond the Diſco- 
very of our Underſtandings ; our natural Fa- 
culties as much fail us in finding out wherein 
they differ from us, as from one another; 
and their Nature, Power and Condition, are 
equally beyond the Diſcovery of Reaſon. 


Thus bounded are our natural Faculties; 
and the Aſſiſtance divine Revelation has af- 
forded us, is not, perhaps, ſo great, as ſome 
Gentlemen may imagine. As to evil ſpiritual 
Beings, which is the Point before us, the Old 
Teſtament is ſilent. Such Texts as may be 
ſuppoſed to relate to any ſuch Thing, we 
ſhall by and by have a more convenient Place 
to take Notice of. All the Aſſiſtance we are 
therefore to have in our Knowledge of them, 
we muſt look for in the Name St. Jude 
ſpeaks of an Order of Angels which kept 
* got their firſt Eſtate, but left their own 
% Habitation, and are reſerved in everlaſting . 
«© Chains under Darkneſs unto the Judgment 
“ of the great Day . And St. Peter tells 
us that God had * delivered them into 


Chai of Darkneds, m0 be reſerved. unto 


% Judgment +.” But neither of theſe Apoſtles 
mention any Revelation they had of this, 
B 2 which 

V. 6. + 2 Epb. ii. 4. ED 


— — 


| 


61:20 


Which is frequent in Soripture in the like 


Caſes. I ſhould therefore, rank this Story of 
the fallen Angels with what the former of 
theſe Apoſtles tells us of Michael's s diſputing 5 
wich the Devil, and with St. Paul's giving 
the Names of Jannes and Fambres to Pha- 


_ _raoh's Magicians “ which are owned by all 


to be only Opinions which were current 


amongſt the Fews at that Time. But if we 
do acknowledge an Order of evil Spirits, 
(which I on a Scripture Doctrine) 1 can» 


not ſee but that we muſt of Neceſſity ſup- 


poſe them to have fallen from a happy State ; 


for we cannot conceive of an in finite good 


ve have in the New Teſtment a Devil re- 


God, that he ſhuold create a Rank of Beings in 
themſelves evil, or, without their own Fault, 
to ſuffer Miſery, py 5 and above this, 


preſented to us as the G 2 this WorldF, 
« the. Prince of the Power of the Air +, 


and the Whole World is ſaid 10 be © his,” 


and every Thing in it at bis Diſpoſal . 


But whether this Devil, and what is ſaid 


of him, is to be underſtood literally or 
. 1 828 not. here edquire, but 
15:57 ace 


5005 jn. 8. t 2 Cor. iv. 14. + Bpb. ü. 2. 


Mut. iu. 9. 


(13) 

take it in the Biſhop of St. David's Senſe ; 
though tis maniſeſt,” ſays the Dean of 
Sarum, all that is intended in Scripture, 
« is only to repreſent that State of Sin and 
« Guilt Mankind are in; to let them know 
* what is required of them for the future, in 
* Order for the Recovery out of it *. 


- But it being neither my Opinion nor In- 
tention to deny the Exiſtence of an Order of 
malignant evil Spirits, ſuch as are called De- 
vils, let us, having ſuppoſed. their Being, 
ſee what we ſhall be the nearer to the Point 
of their poſſeſſing Men, I believe neither 
the Biſhop of St. David's nor the Zealots for 
the Reality of Poſſeſſions, are for making 
even the Prince of theſe Spirits, with the 
Manichæans an infinite evil Principle; but 
attribute to him an extenſive Power and 
Dominion. It is impoſſible for us to know, 
as I have already taken Notice, unleſs it had 
been revealed to us, what the Power either 
of a good or bad Spirit is; we muſt not 
therefore pretend to ſet Bounds to it, or to 
ſay, how far it can reach and no farther. 
But theſe being inviſible Agents, I think we 
may pronounce of them, that if they have 
| * 
Origin of Moral Evil, p. 273. | 


. 
any Power at all of acting upon Matter, tho 
we ſuppoſe it to be no greater than ours 
are endued with, they are capable of per- 
forming Things ſurpriſing to us, ſuch as are 
rally and truly Miracles; that they may bring 
upon Men innumerable Calamities, and de- 
ſtroy Body or Life. But then while we 
_ ſuppoſe that they can act upon, Matter, or 


- _ whatſoever other Powers we imagine them 


indued with, we muſt acknowledge them to 
depend upon the ' ſupreme Being; and that 
whatever they are impowered to' do, muſt 
be by the Permiſſion and good Will of God 
in fuch Manner as is agreeable to him in 
the Adrainiſtration of the Univerſe T. And 

hence 


by And this ſeems tobe his Lordſhip! Opinion, for bav- 
ing p. 8, told us that ** a true Miracle is properly a ſuper- 
„natural Operation, diſagreeing with and repugnant to 
the uſual Courſe of Things, and the known Laws of Na- 
* ture, either as to the Subjet-Mauer, or the Manner of 
its Performance.“ He preſently after ſays, p 9, ** Tho” 
it may be allowed that there are Beings in the Spiritual 
« World that are capable of performing Things above the 
« Power of Men, and therefore amazing to Mankind ; yet 
* it is jufily denied, that any created Leings, and conſe- 
**, quendy Agents of a limited Power, are capable of per. 
forming the aforeſaid Power and real Miracles, either thoſe 
of the Meter or of the Manner, independently of God 3 

* ach in the — Caſejſince great as theit Power 


(15) 
hence it muſt follow, that if theſe Spirits do 
at any Time perform any Thing miraculous ; 
if they bring any Calamity upon Mankind; 
it muſt be by the immediate Permiſſion of 
God, who, we cannot but ſuppoſe, has re- 
ſtrained their acting, and given them Laws 


and Bounds which they cannot paſs: for 
every ſubordinate intelligent Agent muſt be 
reſtrained by him from altering or interpoſing 
in the regular Courſe of Things in this lower 


World 1. So that if we ſuppoſe the Calami. 
ties the Dzmoniacs in. the Goſpels ſuffered, 
were occaſioned by the real Poſſeſſion ol evil 
Spirits, we muſt acknowledge them to be 


' miraculous Effects proceeding from the im- 
mediate 


« js, it is len and therefore cannot perform thoſe 
% Operations, either as to the Matter or the Manner of 
„them no leſs Power than what is infigice being able to 
overcome the otherwiſe inſuperable Difficulties and na- 


© tural Impoſſibilities that attend them.“ 


t Or as his Lordſhip goes on and argues, p. ro, „ If 
© any ſpiritual Agents, placed in different Ranks between 
„God and Mankind, were ſuppoſed to perform ſuch mi- 
« raculous Actions independently of God, they mult like- 
« wiſe be ſuppoſed to have an equal Power of creating and 
* reſtoring with God himſelf, and therefare not to be in- 
* ferior, limited and created Beings ; which is contrary to 
the very Suppoſition of their Nature, and is fo abſurd as 
* conſeqentially to introduce a Plurality of Beings of in- 
« finite Power, and therefore of Rival-Gods,” 


- 


(36) 
tmediate Permiſſion of God; and that there 
were as many of theſe Miracles as Dzzmoniacs- 
And we ſhall be hard put to it to find any 
good Reaſon, or wiſe End or Purpoſe, for 


| Which God ſhould permit ſuch a Species of 


Miracles to be wrotight in the Goſpel Age, 


and to be fo laviſh" of them, after all other 


Miracles, and even the Spirit of Prophecy, | 
had ceafed in his Church for 400 Years “. 


We cati't fay that God made uſe of Devils 


to puniſh particular Perſons for their Sins; 
for belides._that there is no Reaſon why they 
ſhould. be ſo puniſhed in that Age more than 
tr any other, we find Infants amongſt theſe 
Dzmoniacs, who could have no Sins of 
their own to be puniſhed for, and that in 
ſoch mung Manner, Mar. ævii 18. 


But to leave a TOE = 
inquire how the- Jews came by their Notion 


of Poſſeſſions, and how we are to m under- 


ſtand our Savionr's Miracles of curing the 
Daæmoniacs, particularly the Miracle which 


occalioned- theſe Reflections, which has 
ſtronger Marks ef à teal Poſſeſſion than 
any of the bat ; * 


* We cannot conceive © ffs aer Ling, p. 415 ) to. 
be a Thing becoming, or worthy of the divine * 
rs © Miracle for no End or Purpoſe at all. 


(17) 


Pe. Prideaux, Part I, I. 6. having obſerved 
that the Babyloniſh Captivity cured the Jews 
of their Idolatry, ſays, © that they would 
% have been unblamable therein, had they 
* not over done it by adding corrupt Tra- 
« ditions of their own deviſing.” Amongſt 
the Traditions the Doctor alludes to, I take 
it, was their Opinion of the Devil's exer- 
ciſing a very extenſive Power. 


It is, I think, clear that the Jews had 
no ſuch Belief before the Captivity : Thoſe - 
Texts in the Old Teſtament, which may, 
perhaps, at firſt Sight ſeem to favour ſuch 
an Opinion, have a quite different Thing in 
View. Our Tranſlators do indeed render 
the Word Searim, Seirim, or Sehirim, Lev. 
xvil. 7.— 2 Cron. xi. 15. and Pf. 106. 37. h 
by Devi/s, But the Paſſage in Leviticus 
plainly relates to the Idolatries the Iſraelites 
had been guilty of; as that in the Chronicles 

does to Feroboam's Calves ; and that in the 
Pſalms to the Idols they had facrificed their 
Sons and Davghters unto. Now we no 
where find * that they ever worſhiped 
Devils, or any evil Spirits. 1he Greeks, 


C Romans, 
* Notwithſtanding what hi: Lo:dſhip has ſaid, p. 158. 
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. (138) 
Romans, and other Nations, did indeed, 
in after Times, worſhip the Eumenides, 
Parcz, Futiæ, Diræ * Ulſtrices, and ſuch 
like Divinities, to avert their Malice, and 
keep them from doing them Harm: But we 
Have no Reaſon to believe from any Thing 
we meet with in Scripture, that the Jews 
were ever infected with that Idolatry. God 
frequently upbraids them by his Prophets 
for worſhiping  * the Hoſt of Heaven, 
« the Gods of the Amorites, &c. Idols 
* which had Mouths and ſpoke not, &c.” 


but no where with the Worſhip of any 


evil Being, which one can't conceive but he 
would have done, had they been guilty of 
any ſuch Thing. And whoſoever conſiders 
the Story of Aaron's. and Jeroboam's Calves, 
which Idalatry is particularly alluded to in 
the Places before us, will never be able to 
bring himſelf to believe that they were made 
to repteſent Devils, or any evil Being, but 
that God 0% head brought them aut of the 

 Londof Egypt. But the ſame Word, as it 
is uſed by Ifaiah xiii, 21, and xxxiv. 14. 
FE | where: 


8 N | 
® The Di»# are placed by Virgil by the Throne of Jove, 
From whence they were ſent to puniſh Men, 
H Jovii Salium Seviq; in Linine R-git 
Azpartat, En. xi. ver. 849. 


(19) 

where our Tranſlators have rendered it Sa. 
tyrs, does, I think, plainly ſnew what we 
are tounderſtand by it. The Prophet in the 
firſt of thoſe Places foretelling the Ruin and 

Deſolation of Babylon ; in the other, of 
Idumæa, ſays, that they ſhall be an Habi- 
tation for doleful Creatures; and, among 
others of that Kind, for the Seirim, which 
Word properly ſignifies Goats, and ought fo 
to be interpreted in thoſe, and the other 
Places where the Idols of the Heathen are 
alluded to, they worſhiping their Deities 
under the Form of Goats, and other Piloff, 
which every one knows who is but the 
leaſt acquainted with their Idolatries. And 
accordingly the Seventy render the Paſſage in 
- Leviticus by uxraia, Vanitates, which agrees 
well enough with ſuch Idols. And again, 
the Place in the Chronicles by ves , xa; 
rene ha rates, Idolis & Vanitatibus. 


But there is another Word which our 
Tranſlators have likewiſe rendered by Devils ; 
it is Schedim; we meet with it Deut. xxxii, 
17. where Moſes ſpeaks likewiſe of the Ido- 
latries the Jews had provoked God with. 
But this Word, as is generally agreed, im- 


2 ports 


E. 


| ports as much as Perditores, or Vaſtateres, * 


and if we take it in that Senſe meant pro- 
perly enough, from the Effect, be given to 

the Idols the Children of Iſrael had wor- 
ſhiped, they leading thoſe who paid them 
any Adoration, into the greateſt Perdition 
and Miſery. But * ſome, fays Patrick, 


ce think: they are called Schedim ironically, 


** by Way of Scorn, the true God being 


* Schaddai, the omnipotent and all-ſuflicient ; 
and theſe called, by Way of Mockery, 


„ counterfeit Gods, Who bad no Power to 


help their Worſhipers, nor were ſufficieut 
to preſerve themſelves.. Whichſoever of 
theſe Senſes we take the Word in, we ſhall 
have no Reaſon to believe Moſes had any 

evil Being in View. But the learned Reader, 
if he be not ſatisfied with this, may turn 
to Van Dale De Origine ac Progreſſu Idolo- 
latriæ et Superſtitionum, c. v. where he will 
find more Things in ſavour of this Opinion, 
than 1 have _— men or TI ime to 
” . be. | 


But * ann were no . ne cap- 
tive to Babylon, than they imbibed new 


* Opinions, and received ſuch Principles from 
Chal 


(21) 
dziſm, as they were not before acquainted 


with, They there found the old Magian 


Religion, the eſtabliſhed Worſhip ; © this 
* held the Being of two firſt Cauſes, the 
« firſt Light, or the good God, who was 
* the Author of all Good; and the other 


„ Darkneſs, or the evil God, who was the. 


«Author of all Evil *.“ This they em- 
braced pretty much in the ſame Manner as 
Zoroaſter ſoon after reformed it, who hold- 
ing as they did the Principle of a One ſu- 
«© preme Being, independent and ſelf- exiſting 
0 from all Eternity, taught that under him 
there were two Angels, one the Angel of 
& Light, who is the Author and Director 
of all Good; and the other the Angel of 


4 Darkneſs, who is the Author and Direc- 


. tor of all Evil 1.“ And being once pre- 

judiced in Favour of the Exiſtence of this 

evil Angel, to avoid making him an infinite 

Being, as they ſuppoſed he muſt have been, 
if he had been able in his own Perſon to 
produce all the Evil, both natural and moral, 
which is viſible in the World: They ima- 
gined he had a n who added in Sub- 
ordination 


-* Prideaux, P. I. I. 4. I Ibid, 


—___ 
* 
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(22) 

ordination to one another under him; and 
obſerving the abominable Rites and Impie- 
ties with which the Heathens worſhiped 
their Gods and Dæmons, they concluded 
them to be no other than theſe evil Angels, 
and from their being worſhiped: under the 
Form of Goats, Monkeys, &c. ſuppoſed that 
they had appeared to their Devotees in the 
Shape and Figure of thoſe Animals, They 
ranged them in the ſame Order, and under 
the ſame Denominations as the Heathens did 
their Idols; and underſtood fuch Paſſages in 
the Old Teſtament, as related to the Pagan 
Divinities of their new invented evil Beings, 
to whom they gave a very large and exten 
ſive Power, even the poſſeſſing of not only 
ſuch Perſons as e may ſuppoſe puniſhed by 
Gad for their Sins, but ſuch as were innocent, 
incapable of ſinning, or making any Trial 
of their Faith *, Their Phariſces, «nd the 
Talmudiſts their Followers, went on, im- 
proved the Superſtition, and invented mon- 
ſtrous idle T ales of theſe evil Spirits, and de- 

viled ſuch ridiculous Conceits of the Manner 

W they were generated, as would 
; | ſurfeit 


Mat. xvii, 18. a g y 


(23) 
ſurfeit a Reader; and having from thence 
conceived a Sort of Monſters and Prodigies, 
{ach as the Onocentauri, Sirenes, Lamiæ, &c. 
explained the prophetical Writings of them, 
in Places where the Prophets themſelves never 
. dreamt of any ſuch Things. 


The Power they attributed to theſe evil 
Spirits, as well as the idle Stories they told 
of them, could not but be too groſs a Doctrine 
to be received by All, eſpecially after the 
Canon of Scripture was ſettled, and they had 
thoſe holy Writings read and explained to 
them in their Synagogues, I make no doubt 
but they who ſearched fartheſt into the Na- 
ture of Things, oppoſed the generally-received 
Opinion, eſpecially that of Poſſeſſions. They 
could not, it may be, conceive how a pure 
ſpiritual Subſtance could, without the Per- 
miſſion or Interpofition of God, immediately 
act upon Matter; they could not but fay 
that this was not according to the known 
Laws of Nature; and that for God to per- 
mit it, would at leaſt be ſeeming to act in 
Concert with an evil Being; and that if it 
could be ſuppoſed that ſuch a Spirit had once 
entered into a Man, ſuch Perſon muſt have 

; two 


( 24) 

two Principles of Action within him at once, 
tze Devil and his own Soul, which muſt 
act by Turns, or both together; and it can't 
well be conceived that a Body fo acted upon, 
could ſubſiſt long; and what ſurptiſing Ef- 
fects muſt not be expected from it while it 
did? They muſt have expected that theſe 
Devils, though finite, ſnould have done a 
great deal of Miſchief which they did not do; 
that ſome one of them having once had the 
Poſſeſſion and Power over a human Body, 
inſtead of tormenting the Wretch, ſhould, 
as when he informed the Serpent, have been 
for advancing the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
have prefered new Arguments in Behalf of 
it, and e we Morals of the Top. 


1 can't help eofjetturing that this gave the 
firſt Riſe to the antienteſt Set amongſt the 
Jews, who were called Sadducees. It ſprung 
up, it is certain, ſoon after the Return from 
the Babyloniſh Captivity, and, as Dr. Pri- 
deaux tells us of the Profeſſors of it, © at 
'« firſt they were no more than what the 
* Karraites' arè now, that is, they would 


. not receive the Traditions of the Elders, 


. * ſtuck to the written Word only. And- 
. Vo cc as 


(ea! 

te a5 long, ſays he, as they proceeded no far- 
© ther, they were in the right; but after- 
% wards they imbibed other Doctrines *.” 
Amongſt theſe Traditions of the Elders, 
which they rejected, I ſuppoſe was the Doc- 
trine of the Being and Power of evil Angels, 
Joſephus, who beſt underſtood this Sect, 
having himſelf made a Trial of it, (beginning 
of his Life) ſays, that they were for the 
e moſt Part Men of Quality ;“ and as 
ſuch, it may be, they were not ſo likely to 
ſwallow Superſtitions received by the Vulgar. 
It is certain that one of the principal Points 
they are charged with, is the denying the 
Being of Angels and Spirits, It may be, at 
firſt, (for we cannot ſuppoſe that their Opi- 
nions ſprung up all together, and at once,) 
they only denied what was generally received 
concerning evil Angels; and that their Adver- 
faries branded them with a falſe Imputation, 
It is not doubted but they received the Books 
of Moſes as Canonical Scripture, (and it is 
generally believed, the Reſt of the Jewiſh 
Canon likewiſe, Scaliger's Elench. Trihæreſ. 
c. xvi.) and we find in them ſuch frequent 

| D ' Mention 
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Mention of the Appearance of good Angels, 
as is inconſiſtent with denying their Exi- 
ſtence; and we are no where told how they 
got over that Difficulty, or what Conſtruc- 
tlon they put upon thoſe Paſſages || ; at leaſt, 
at firſt, they denied the Being of ſuch An- 
gels only as were evil: And 'the Generality 
of the People believing the | ſuperſtitious | 
Opinions they had picked, up In Chaldea, 
which were very much augmented by re- 

ceiving (and that too not all at once) the 
apocryphal Books into the Canon of their 
Scriptures, in which we have ſuch Notions 
of Lemures, Spectres, Angels and Devils, laid 
ſueh monſtrous Opinions to the Sadducees 
Charge, as they themſelves might not pro- 
feſs: However this be, they would not be 
the only Perſons to whom have been aſctibed 
Doctrines little agreeable to their real Sen- 


timents by forced Arts, as is but too plain 


from the Controvertiſts of our own Times. 

What 1 have been ſaying on this Head is, 

however, no more than Conjecture, though 
— 1 4 f 5 FE 1 


a 7 N 6 . 1 ; ; . HOP 
Id is not impoſſib'e but that the Hiſtorians who have 

mentioned them, may have miſrepreſented their Doctrine 

perhaps. | n 
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I do not ſee how they could have continued, 
as it is certain they did, in Communion with 
the Jewiſh Church, if they had really held the 
Opinions they are charged with, or have got 
imo their Hands, in the Reign of Alexander, 
all the Places in the Sanhedrim*, or have hoy 
ſo many of their Se& promoted to the High 

Prieſthood. And when the Phariſees ſprung. 
up as a Sect, and appeared in Oppoſition to the 
Sadducees, having intoxicated their ſuperſti- 
tious Underſtandings with their apocryphal 
Chaldee Notions, which by that Time were im- 
proved by their Converſation with the Greekg, 
they dreamed of nothing but Devils and 
Spectres, carried the Power of the Devil to 
a ſurpriſing Height, and conceived every 
Thing they did not underſtand, under a 
Notion of evil Spirits. They gave Names 
derived from them to ſuch Qualities and 
Properties as were beyond their Knowledge; 

and, to affront and run down the Sadducees, 
formed their Manner of Speech and Expreſ- 
ſions, in all poſſible e from ne 


Re Devils. 
Da Thus 


@ | Maimen, Halac, Sanhedr, c, 11, Joſep: Ant. I. xx. c. 8, 
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Thus 29 aid that all Diltetiper were 
brought upon Mankind by evil Spirits; eſpe- 
cially, ſays Doctor Hammond, (on John vii. 
20.) a great Advocate for the Reality of 
Toſſeſſions, ** thoſe who were more Ranger 
a affected,” without any viſible Cauſe of it, 
« were generally thought to ſuffer this from 
6 the Devil's getting Power to poſſes them: 
And every Diſeaſe they did not underſtand, 

and the Effects of which they could not ac- 
count for, (and they were withal very igno- 
rant both in Anatomy and Phyſic) they 
attributed to their Power, and ſuppoſod that 
ſome Devil or other entered into and poſ- 
ſeſſed ſuch Perſons as a Puniſhment for their 
Sins. And, it may be, they gave (as we 
find the Rabbins, and particularly Maimo- 
Hides, who was both the maſt learned, and 


the ſobereſt of them, afterwards did) the 
Names of Devils to Diſtempers. Cordicus, 
« ſay they, is a Spirit which ſeizes on him 
«* who drinks too much Wine out of the 
4. Wine-prels ; ; and of Shibta they ſay, * 
ee it is a Spirit which &izes on Children by 
« the Neck, upon the Sinews behind the 


Neck, 
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« Neck, and dryeth them up from their 
& Uſe and Strength till it kills them *.“ And 
Maimonides ſays, A Man who is troubled 
e with an evil Spirit, and ſays when the 
« Sickneſs begins upon him, write a Bill of 
« Divorcement to my Wife, he ſays as good 
* as nothing, for he is nan compos Mentis . 
Thus a Man was no ſooner ſeized with any 
ſtrange Effect, the Cauſe of which was not 
viſible, than they immediately cried, the 
Devil had laid hold of and poſſeſſed him. 
And hence it is that we meet with ſo many 
Dæmoniacks in the Goſpels, and find them 
mentioned, not as a Thing that was ſur- 
ptifing or unuſual at that Time, though it 
would be difficult to meet with any ſuch 
now, unleſs it be where the true Spirit of 
Popery ſhews' itſelf in the credulous and i ig- 
norant Superſtition of the People, and tri- 
umphs over the Judgment of Mankind. 
They feem to have been nothing more than 
' Perſons affected with Madneſs, Fits, Con- 
vulſions, the Falling-Sickneſs, or ſome ſuch 
Diſtemper, which was beyond their Skill and 
Capacity 


- ® Talm. in Gittin. per 7. vide R. Solom. & Niſſim. ibid. 
n In Gernſhin. per 2. 


| „„ 
capacity to comprehend. As in the Caſe of- 
- Lunacy and Madneſs : They not knowing 
how to account for ſuch a Diſorder of the 
Mind and Body, and Senſes, eſpecially when 
it ed from no Diſeaſe or viſible Cauſe, 
never looked into the Sym ptoms or na- 
ture of the Diſtemper, but concluded, and 
believed, that ſuch Perſons were acted and 
troubled by ſorne evil Spirit, and gave all 
ſuch the Term Aapargepeys: and the Gene- 
rality of thoſe, who have that Name given 
them in the Goſpels, appear, by their wild and 
raving Behaviour, to be Madmen. , And ac- 
cordingly he bath a Devil, and is mad, 
d why hear ye him ?” John x. 20, are mg 
Terms of the ſame Signification joined to- 
- gether to denote the ſame Thing. I ſup- 
e pole (fays the great Mr. Mede on the 
e Place, who tells us that he was perſuaded, 
« till he ſhould hear better Reaſon to the 
4 contrary, that the Dæmoniacks were no 
* other than what we call Madmen and Lu- 
0 * naticks) the latter Words to be an Expli- 
cc cation of the former. » 80 again John 
vü. 20. The People anſwered and ſaid, 
« Thou haſt a Devil who goeth about to 
, kill thee?” The only Senſe of which can 
| | e be, 


( 31 ) 
be, Thou art certainly mad to talk thus.“ 
And agreeably to this, when the Jews taxed 
our Saviour with Inconſiſtence in his Diſ- 
courſe, they tell him that he had a Devil, 
John viii. 48. and again, Now we 
& know that thou haſt a Devil. Abraham 
* is dead, and the Prieſts ; and thou ſay'ſt, 


« If a Man keep my ſaying, he ſhall never 


ce taſte Death.” ver. 52. And on the con- 
trary, they who had a right Underſtanding 
of our Saviour's Meaning, and concluded 
from the Coherence of his Diſcourſe, that he 
muſt be in his right Senſes, ſaid, © Theſe 
« are not the Words of him that hath a 
“ Devil.” John x. 21, © Theſe are neither 
ce the Words nor Actions of a Madman,” 
as Hammon paraphraſes it. Their common 
Phraſe and Manner of Speech being to ſay, 
that ſuch Perſons as were mad, were poſ- 
ſeſſed by a Devil. The old Greeks had not 
an unlike Opinion of their mad People ; they 
attributed their Diſorder to. their being deli- 
vered over to Furies by the Gads, which de. 
prived them of their Reaſon, as is plain from 
the Stories of Hercules, Alemæon, Oreſtes, 
&c. And their Cure they generally attributed 

5 ES 16 to 
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to Exp s, or the Performance of ſome 
| religious Rite or other. Though ſome of 
them, it is certain, have had their Senſes 
reſtored . to them by the Uſe of Phyſick, 
which ſhews plainly: that their Indiſpoſition 
. was within the Power of natural Means of 


Cure. There was-ſomething like this too 


amongſt the old Romans, who called their 
Madmen *. Cerrit; & Larvati. - They 
were called Cerriti, as if they were à Cerere 
Percuſſ. | Larvati, is the ſame as Larvis, 
i. e. Demonibus Ki, as Feſtus ſays your 
Laruati are Furiof & Mente moti, quaſi 
Tarvis exterriti; as if they had been frighted 


8 with Spirits. 


But the Jews, in our Gez Lias be- 
ee only facb Peaſons as were mad to 
be poſſeſſed by the Devil, but thoſe likewiſe 
who were afflicted with any Diſeaſe, which 
was attended with ſtrange and ſurpriſing 
Symptoms. This is plain from the Perſon 
| * ſaid Ne Mat. xvii, 18. 


Wh, Hellade pee Marius cum \ Pravcipitat r | 
© Cerritus fuir, an commetz Crimine Mentis 

- | Abſolves Hominem, & Sceleris damnabis . 
| * v. 277. 
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but was nothing more than one who had an 
Epilepſy or the Falling Sickneſs, as is clear 
from the Deſcription given us of his Diſorder, 
“His falling into the Fire and Water *, 
and from what the Father attributes to the 
Operations of the. Spirit, Luke ix. 39. were 
we have an Account of the ſame Perſon, 
Lo, a Spirit taketh him, and he ſuddenly 
t criethout,andit teareth him that he faameth 
« again, and bruiſing him, hardly departeth 
4 from him.” And from his being worſe at 
the Change of the Moon, as ſuch People fre- 
quently are, he is ſaid to be @ Lunatick, 
Mat. xvii. 1 5. But the Effects of the Diſeaſe 
being ſomething extraordinary, the People 
-imagin'd them to proceed from the Devil. So 
likewiſe the Woman who had been for eigh- 
teenYears crooked who“ was bowed together, 
« and could in no wiſe lift up herſelf,” Duke 
iti. 1 t. is ſaid to have % had a Spirit of In- 
„ firmity eighteen Years,” and to have been 
« bound by Satan.” 


It was not an unlike Opinion the Sa had 
ol the Cure, in ſome Caſes at leaſt, of their 
diſeaſed Perſons,” they attributing it to a good 


E Angel, 
. Ver. I 8, 


| LS (44) 

* as is ſufficiently evident from the Story 
of our Saviour's curing the Man at the Pool of 
Betheſda, The Waters of the Pool had a 
healing Quality; the daily waſhing the En- 
trails of the Sacrifices, eſpecially at their great 
Feaſts, when there were many Thouſands of 
them offer'd, the Congelations of the Blood, 
and what was waſh'd off from the Carcaſes, 
ſinking to the Bottom, moved or troubled the 
Waters, and communicated to them a ſanatary 
Virtue, inſomuch, that whoſoever firſt ſtept 
in was cured of zobatſoever Diſeaſe be had. 
This the Fes aſcribed to the Operations of an 
Angel, or to the Angel of the Lord, as it is in 
the Alexandrian Manuſcript ; tho' it-is very 
plain to any one, who conſiders the Story, and 
the Cures which have been perform d by the 
Application of the warm vital Parts of Beaſts, 
that it was a natural, not a wien, Way 
of Curing. | 


The Fews bs as we have ſeen, of Opi- 
nion, that ſeveral Diſcaſes, eſpecially ſuch as 
diſturbed the Uaderftanding and diſtorted the 
Body, tho' not at all unnatural in themſelves, 

- were owing to the Perſon's being ſeiz d by evil 

Spit, and poſſeſſed by a Devil; and their 
: common 
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common Form and Manner of Speech being 
framed agreeably to ſuch a Conception, the 
Language of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, was 
neceſſarily to be formed upon the ſame Model 
that it might be ſuited to their Apprehenſion. 
It was their Purpoſe to manifeſt the Divinity 
of their Miſſion by working Miracles, and, 
amongſt others, by curing Diſtempers ; not 
to undeceive Men in a Point, which it was a 
Phyſician's Buſineſs to examine, and the Con- 
ſequence of which did not at all concern their 
eternal Intereſt. They do not therefore trou- 
ble themſelves with the natural or metaphy- 
ſical Cauſes of Things, but as if they would 
ſet Bounds to our Curioſity, and turn our 
Thoughts from ſuch Objects, the Knowledge 
of which, is not neceſſary to us, the better to 
engage our Attention to ſuch Subjects as more 
immediately concern our Duty and Salvation, 
They do not attempt to undeceive the People 
in this trivial Error, any more than in their 
Opinion of the Power of Magick and En- 
chantments, but to perſuade them to draw 
the natural and proper Conſequences from their 
Diſcourſes, and the Miracles they wrought. 
And, the better to attain this End, in all 

their Reaſonings and Actings, they accom- 
. 2 modate 
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modate themſelves to the vulgat Prejudices 
and to the Opinions commonly received. The 
ſame Method ate Philoſophers and the Learned 
obligedto take, whenſoever they ſpeak to the 
Populace, or write for the Uſe of common 
People; and juſt ſo does every ſkilful Phyfi- 
cian, when. he vifits an. hypocondriacal Pa- 
tient; he does not endeavour to convince 
him, that his Diſtemper is all Imagination, 
but ſuits his Converſation to the Circum- 
ſtances and Diſpoſition of the Perſon, and pre- 
ſcribes agreeably to the Rules of his Art. This 
ds what our bleſſed Saviour has done with mot 
+ admirable Patience, Goodneſs and Wiſdom. 
And the ſame Courſe muſt every one take, 
whois to have any Thing to do with our pre- 
ſent Americans, who have the very fame 
Opinion of Diſea/es and Devil, as the Fews 
antiently had, and who have a Company of 
Exorciſts who pretend to cure their Patients 
by frighting away the evil Spirit with their 

antick Tricks and hidcous Geſtures, 


. g 1 


Let us examine our Saviout's Carriage in 
curing the Madman, Matt. vii. 28. Marx 
v. 1. Lale viii. 26. and we ſhall find it moſt 
Z admirably ſuited to ſuch a Patient, This 
N 5 8 Story 


! 
Story is more particularly related, and carries, 
as I (aid, ſtronger Marks of a real Poſſeſſion 


than any other. And if I ſhall not, in ex- 


plaining this Miracle, keep ſo cloſe to the 
Letter as his Lordſhip has done, I as much 
venerate and acknowledge the divine Power 
which performed it, as he can do z and my 
Reader will, I believe, whether he joins with 
me in Opinion as to the Reality of Poſe/ſtons or 
not, own that it is as really and truly a Mira- 
cle, according to his Lordſhip's Notion of a 
Miracle, and as certain Evidence of a divine 
Miſſion and Authority, to reſtore a Madman 
to his Senſes by the Force of a bare Word, and 
ſpeak him into the right Uſe of his Reaſon, 
as to eject a Parcel of Devils out of him, and to 
deſtroy a Herd oi Swine by a Command, as by 
a Legion of evil Spirits. So that I ſhan't fear 
being at all ſuſpected to favour Mr. Moolſton's 
Hypotheſis, which I am as far as any one living 
from approving. It appears then, by the 
; Deſcription given us of this Man, that his Body 
was well and free from any Malady, and, which 
is common with Madmen, that he had a ſur- 
ptiſing Strength, but being diſorder'd in his 
Senſes, he thought he had a Legion of Devils 
within him. It may be, he believ'd that the 
Devils which poſſeſſed People, were the Souls 
| x of 


e 
of evil Men. Thi was certainly an Opinion 
chat was current amongſt the Jeus in our 
Saviour's Time, and which they might borrow, 
ads they did, a great many Things not contra- 
_—_— to their Scriptures from the Schools of 
the Platonits. Grotius tells ns ſo from The- 
opbyla#t u. And human unclean - Souls ate 
:reckon'd amongſt Devils in the Fragments of 
the antient Book of Enoch. Juſtin Martyr 
is of the fame Opinion , and therefore calls 
them Dæmoniachs, who were poſſeſſed by the 
Souls of the Dead. And Jeſepbus expreſſſy 
tells us, that the Spirits which we call 
% Devils, are only the Souls of wicked 
Men, that have gotten Poſſeſñion of 
<« living Bodies, and would undoubtedly 
« deſtroy them, if they were not prevented . 
And if ſo, this Madman might likewiſe, 
- agreeably to-their prevailing Opinion, believe 
one Man might have many Souls, and be 
po ſſeſſed with many Spirits; and that having 
reflected too much on this Subject, he had 
troubled and diſorderd bis Brain. This per- 
bhbhaps made him retire from the Converſation 
ol the World; and, agreeably to the Fancy he 
bad 2 80 bioſelf whe, as ſuch Perſons 
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love to ſooth their Melancholy, he took up 
his Reſidence amongſt the Tombs, where the 
Solitude of 'the Place confirm'd him in his 
feign'd Opinion, and was, as he thought, an 
Abode agreeable to his Devils. This Perſon 
met our Bleſſed Saviour, worſhiped him, 
„ and cried with a loud Voice” as if it had 
been the Devils ſpeaking thro' his Mouth, that 

| he would not torment them, and beſought him 
that if he did caſt him out of his Body, he 
would not ſend him directly to Hell, the Place 
of their Puniſhment and Reſtraint, but, as a 
more tolerable State of Miſery, ſuffer them to 
go into'a Herd of Swine, which was feeding 
juſt by. In curing this Frantick our Saviour 
did not endeayour to make him ſenſible of the 
Falſeneſs of the Notion he had confirm'd him- 
ſelf in, but humour d his way of thinking, ſpoke 
to him as if he was ſpeaking to the Devils, 
commanded them to come out of him; and to 

give the Madman a Proof of his Cure, as his 
Devils had defired to go into the Swine, he 
- granted their Requeſt; but as if this had not 
been ſufficient to heal his wounded Spirit, to 
convince him that the Swine really had the 
Devils he imagin'd in himſelf, they run with 
great Violence down a Precipice into the Sea. 
; Tad 
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This kuck his Imagination fo ſtrongly, he 
believing in the miraculous Power of Cbriſt, 


bo at the fame Time by his Omnipotenoe 
operated on his Blood, removed the Cauſe of 


his Diſorder, and reſtored his Spirits to their 
proper Tone) that he perſuaded himſelf he was 
cured, acted and talk d like one who had been 
deliver'd from ſo many Devils. In this; and 
all the like Caſes, all the Intention our Saviour 
had, was to cure the Diſtemper, not the Miſ- 
take of the People; as they attributed their 
Infirmities to Poſſeſſions, he left them in the 
Belief that the Cure was Ejection. He 

_ ** always,” ſays the Dean of Sarum, +* avoids 
the Enquiry into the natural or metaphy- 
* ſical Cauſes of things, (as in the Caſe of the 
Man that was born blind, and of the eigh- 
e teen Perſons upon whom the Tower in 
4. Siham fell) and bids Men apply the external 
Facts only to themſelves, and make a right 
„ Uſe of them for their Improvement. And 
e the ſame may be ſaid concerning that Power 
©, which we find fo often aſcribed to the 


De aver: dhe Bodies of Men, 10 infiict 


.< ſeveral Diſeaſes; particularly what is called 
4 Poſſeſſion. The Teſtimony our Saviour 
8 gave of his Power and Authority, was the 
"GT 3 working 
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os Working of Miracles. The Principal of 
* theſe, was the curing all Sorts of Diſeaſes, | 


« of how long Continuance, and of how 
great Malignity ſoever. Now this Power 
0 was equally evidenced, whatever the 
4 phyſical Cauſe of the Diſtempers were. 
So that it is not material as to the religious 
Uſes to be made of them, what Cauſe they 
are aſcribed to. It may be an Error in 
„ natural Philoſophy, but by the Truth of 
Religion is not at all affected by it. And 
hence it is that the Writers of the New 
« Teſtament, though they perfectly agree in 
« every Thing that is eſſential to Religion, 
t yet they are not fo very nice and exact in 
e the more remote Circumſtances of their 
% Relations. And therefore a Fact is ſome- 
1 times repreſented in different Expreſſions, 
« according to the Notions of the Perſons to 
-« whom it was delivered, or the different 
Views of them that related it. Thus in | 
'« the 17th of St. Mat. xiv. The Man who | 
c applies to our Saviour to heal his Son, in 4 
his Deſcription of the Diſeaſe, uſes ſeveral | 
«« Expreſſions ſignifying the fame Thing; as | 
that he was /unatich, that he was fore wvexed 
ot as it is in the 1 and Ade be 
&« ſuffered 
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15 « f Herred grievayſh. And in the curing of 
« him, it is ſaid at the 18th ver, that Jeſus 
5 rebuked the Devil and he departed out of 


„ bim. From which Account it is evident 


that ſome. of theſe Expreſſiqus muſt be 
% metaphorical, becauſe the ſame Effect is 

« aſcribed to different. Cauſes. So that it is 
40 moſt probable that theſe — — —. 


1 6 were given from different Conſiderati 
d of the ſame. Diſcaſe; as that of — 


46 from the periodical Revolution of it; that | 


19 IT of evil ſuffering from the Effects; and that 
d 10 of Poſſeſſion, from the reputed Cauſe, And 


« if eyery one of theſe. be, included the true 
« Inference to be drawn is this, that Chriſt 
« who by the Word of his Mouth, healed 
«the Perſon thus. en was ſuperior to all 


| ©, theſe, Cauſes“. It is no Wonder this 
| Opinion of Faſaſſun ſhould continue in the 


Chriſtian, Church. The Converts, both Jew- 
1/> and Gentiie, brought (together with che 
Myſtical: way of anterpreting Scriptureth] as 
many of their old Superſtitions over with 
hem to their, new. Religion, at leaft as they 


could think conſiſtent; wich it. The Jews 


(ek Opinions of Devils, and the "To 


e 
* Oriein and Cloſe of Moral Evil. p. 2765 S.. Had 
N Lordſhip's 3d. ch. 


. 

theirs of their Gods, which the Chriſtians 
were willing enough they ſhould retain, pro- 
vided they would believe them to be Devi/s 
too. And then the moſt antient Tranſlations 
of the Scriptures, the Septuagint; that of 
Aguila of Ponticus, who made uſe of a 
Hebrew Copy that was extreamly corrupted 
by the Rabbins ; of Theodofion of Epheſus, 
— took the Liberty both to leave out and ) 

to add great Things, as Origen has obſerved . 


and the old 1alick Verſon ; were all of them 5 


ſorm'd upon the Jewiſh Taſte and Opinions. 
And theſe the firſt Chriſiians wete obliged to 
make uſe of, their being very few of them 
who had a thorough Underſtanding of He- 
Brew. And when Origen publiſhed his 
Herapla, and Jerom review'd and amended 
the old Talicł Verſion, tho' they, being both 
of them Men of the greateſt Learning, ſtripped 
thoſe Works of a great many old Superſtitions, 
yet, not being perfectly free from Chaldeiſin 
themſelves, eſpecially Origen as appears by his 
Writings againſt Celſus, their Performances 
could not but retain a Tincture of it. They 
had both of them been forced to make uſe 
of Phariſers, who were the great Admirets 


of the Talmud, to teach then Hebrew and 
CLaldee, 


(4) 


| Chalder, who it is probable might infinuate 


ſome. of their Prejudices into them; from 
which, and their examining the different 
Verſions which went before them, it is no 
wonder their Works ſhould ſometimes ſmell 
of Chaldaick Superſtitions, And then the 
ſuppoſititious Shepherd of .Hermas, St. Bar- 
nabas's. Epiſtle, the Sybi/line Oracles, and 
abundance of other forged Writings, mhich 
wete received, ſome of them even by the 
| Orthodox, into the Canon of Scripture, being 
ſtuffed with the Apparitions of Angels — 
Demons, and the like ſuperſtitious, No- 
| tions, could not but greatly contribute to the 
retaining many of the old Superſtitions. And 
When the Monks ſprung up, their Writers 
having brought the Doctrine of Poſſe Mont to 
the grateſt Perfection, they founded upon it 


1 their Arts of impoſing upon a bigotted People 


ſo ſucceſſfully that they drew the Whole 
Wealth of the Laity into their Hands, and 
cariched themſelves at the Expence of a delu- 
ded People, who parted not only with their 
Estates but Underſtandings alſo. But Proteſ- 
tant in bas introduced à Freedom of Thin- 
| king which is inconſiſtent with their Doc- 


: trine; and if 1 have made uſc of that Freedom 
to 


— 
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to deſtroy the Foundation they built their Arts 
of Impoſing upon, his Lordſhip, whom I 
reverence and eſteem, and know to be a fin- 
cere Proteſtant will, I hope, excuſe me, tho I 
have advanced an Argument diſagreeable to 
his Way of thinking againſt the Superſtition 
of a Church I know him to be a heartyEnemy 
to. No One can more than I do eſteem his 
Lordſhip's great Strength of Reaſoning, his 
vaſt Learning and thoroughKnowledge of the 
Fathers, which have fitted him to adorn his 
high Station, and enable him to write an 
irrefragable Defence of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Miracles, which muſt always be reſpected by 
every ſincere Chriſtian, and poſſeſs all Men 
with the Deference which is juſtly due to his 
Dignity and Perſon ; and if 1 have noted 
any Thing, which has fallen without due 
Thought from his Pen, let it be aſcribed to 
hisUneafineſs at being ſilent, while Infidelity 
talked fo loud, and appeared boldly without 
either Shame or * 
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